
As an authorized user of a participating JSTOR institution, you 
have access to the JSTOR collection of journals in which your institution 
participates. Faculty, staff and students are able to read and print articles 
at any time and from any networked location (library, department, offi ce, 
dorm). Access may also be available from off-campus computers, provided 
your library offers authentication through the library website.

 The JSTOR archive holds the complete digitized back runs of core scholarly 
journals, starting with the very fi rst issues, some dating as far back as the 
1600s. New titles and disciplines are being added regularly. Issues of journals 
are never “out”; they are always accessible, and in excellent condition. The 
capacity for searching across disciplines opens up vast possibilities for 
scholarship and research.

How do I use JSTOR?

Searching: Enter search terms in the basic search interface to search all content in all disciplines. 
Use the advanced search interface to narrow your search to specifi c publication dates, journals, 
authors, or many other search options.

Browsing: Find journal issues and articles by clicking on “Browse,” and then the name, volume 
and issue of the journal that interests you.

Article Locator: Select the “Article Locator” to enter citation information about a specifi c 
article you are looking for.

Printing: The default option for printing is PDF high quality, which requires that Adobe Acrobat 
be installed on your computer. You can select a different option by choosing “Print Preferences”. 
Choices include PDF economy and JPRINT (our special helper application). All of these options 
are superior to using your internet browser’s print button.

Linking: All articles have a stable URL. Simply copy and paste the URL into course websites, 
email them to authorized users, or use them as needed.

JSTOR http://www.jstor.org/
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Commonly Asked Questions
Q: Where do I go for help with JSTOR?
Throughout the JSTOR system, context-sensitive help fi les are available by selecting the “Tips” button on the 
navigational tool bar. If you have other questions, the JSTOR User Services staff will be happy to assist you. 
You may reach the staff through email to support@jstor.org, or by phone at (734) 998-9101 or toll free at (888) 
388-3574 (in the U.S.A. only). Additionally, at any point in the JSTOR website, you may select the link “Contact 
JSTOR” and submit your questions or comments.

Q: Why doesn’t JSTOR include current journal issues?
JSTOR’s agreements with publishers include an updating provision referred to as a “moving wall.” The purpose 
of the moving wall is to ensure that participants can rely on JSTOR to be a trusted archive for the journal archives, 
while also giving publishers protection from the threat of lost revenues if recent issues were available in the 
archive. It is not JSTOR’s intention to motivate subscribers, whether they be libraries or individuals, to cancel 
their subscriptions because recent issues are available in JSTOR. The moving wall is a fi xed period of time, in 
most cases ranging from two to fi ve years, that defi nes the gap between the most recently published issue of any 
journal and the date of the most recent issue available in JSTOR. 

Several publishers do provide links to the recent content on their own websites, and you can search the article 
citations using the JSTOR search engine. If your institution provides access to these other sources, you can go 
directly to these articles through links in JSTOR.

Q: How do I get remote access to JSTOR?
Many libraries set up remote access so members can use JSTOR from off-campus or outside of the library. Ask 
your librarian about options at your institution, or try looking on your library’s website for instructions or a remote 
logon option. See http://www.jstor.org/help/access_options.html for more details.

Q: What are the Terms and Conditions of Use?
By using the JSTOR archive you agree to abide by the JSTOR Terms and Conditions, which grant a limited license 
to make use of articles and other materials in the archive. Unless prior written permission has been obtained from 
JSTOR and the publisher of content in the archive, you may not download from the JSTOR archive an entire 
issue of a journal, signifi cant portions of the entire run of a journal, a signifi cant number of sequential articles, 
or multiple copies of articles. In general, users are expected to respect “fair use” laws and restrictions. For more 
information on the Terms and Conditions of Use, please refer to http://www.jstor.org/about/terms.html.

Helpful Links
Information about JSTOR:  http://www.jstor.org/about/

Printing:  http://www.jstor.org/about/printing.html

Journals Currently Available:  http://www.jstor.org/about/collection.list.html

JSTORNEWS:  http://www.jstor.org/news/

JSTOR is a not-for-profi t organization with a dual mission to create and maintain a trusted archive of important scholarly journals, and to provide access 
to these journals as widely as possible. JSTOR offers researchers the ability to retrieve high-resolution, scanned images of journal issues and pages as 
they were originally designed, printed, and illustrated.


